MEMOIRS OF THE EMPBESS EUGENIE

deeds very severely, though, no doubt it caused him
much pain to do so." The child listened, and as her
words fell on his ears, his hard little heart grew
softer and softer till at length he gave way and
sobbing, fell at her feet and promised to abandon
his terrible determination. Eugenie then promised
to send some one to intercede with his father so that
the term of imprisonment might be shortened. She
did so, and shortly afterwards the child was re-
leased. She saw that he was apprenticed and care-
fully watched during several years. In the end, the
lad gave entire satisfaction to his employers, thus
justifying the interest which she had inspired.

After this visit to La Petite Boquette, the Em-
press appointed a committee to inquire into the pos-
sibility of converting the iniquitous cellular system
of imprisonment into that known in Prance as '' agri-
cultural penitentiaries." The meetings of this com-
mittee were held at the Tuileries and among its more
prominent members was M. Emile Ollivier, who had
but lately come over to the Empire and who was a
staunch partisan of this new system by which work
in the open fields supplanted the drudgery in pent-
up prison work-shops.

As was to be expected, there was a considerable
amount of opposition in the committee to this re-
form. One of the members tried hard to persuade
the Empress of the danger of allowing sentiment
to play a part in such matters. He pointed out with
much earnestness that innumerable obstacles would
be raised to the new proposal and that the whole
administrative economy would be upset by such a
reform. Eugenie did not deny these facts, but hav-
ing exposed her ideas on the subject, she warmly
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